. 4) H. Fukushima and H. Nakatani, J. Atheroscler. Res., 9, 65 (1969) . 5) H. Fukushima, Oyo Yakuri, 3, 135 (1969) . or alkaline medium, either. Figure 1 shows that the rate of enzymatic hydrolysis of the amide linkage was markedly different in the order of L-, DL-and D-MBLA.
Since the order of biological potency was reverse to the order of hydrolysis, it is reasonable to assume that the cholesterol-lowering potency of the MBLA isomers is depending on the difference of metabolic rate and fate of the isomers.
The enzyme activity was also found in the small intestine and kidneys, but not so much greater than that in the liver (Table II) . The optimal pH for the enzyme reaction was found to be 9.2 with 0.05M borate buffer (Fig.2) . 
